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Thefe and the like Confiderations, though 
they may have no Influence on the headitrong 
unruly Multitude, ought to fink into the Minds 
of thofe who are their Abettors, and who, if 
they efcape the Punifhment here due to them, 
mutt very well know that thefe feveral Mifchicfs 
will be one Day laid to their Charge. 
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Quod fi 1n hoc erro libenter erro; nec mili hune erro- 
rem,quo delector, dura-vivo, extorquert volo. Cicer. 


“A S there is nothing which more improves the 
Mind of Man, than the reading of anticnt 
Authors, whén it is done with Judgment and 
Difcretion; fo there is nothing which gives a 
moreunlucky Turn tothe Thoughts ofa Reader, 
when he wants Difcernment, and loves and ad- 
mires the Characters and Aétions of Men in a 
wrong Place. Alexander the Great was fo in- 
flamed with falfe Notions of Glory, by reading 
the Story of Achilles in the Hiad, that after ha- 
ving taken a Town, he ordered the Governor, 
who had made a gallant Defence, to be bound 
by the Feet to his Chariot, and after wards drage’d 
the brave Man round the City, becaufe HecZor 
had been treated in the fame barbarous manner 
by his admired Hero. a 
Many Exglifhmex have proved very pernicious 
to their own Countrey, by following blindly 
the Examples of Perfonsto be met with in Greek 
and Romaz Hittory, who acted in Conformity 


with theirown Governments, after a quite dif- 
, ferent 
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ferent manner, than they would have aéted ipa Br 
Conftitution like that of ours. Sucha Method | Mee 
of proceeding is as unreafonable in a Politician, Mor 
as it would be in a Husbandman to make nfe Gre 
of Virg:l’s Precepts of Agriculture, in managing Wi 
the Soil of our Countrey, that lies in a quite  vi# 
different Climate, and under the Influence of Yet 
almoft another Sun. of, 
_ Our Regicides in the Commiffion of the mot kik 
execrable Murder ufed to juftify themfelves Sel 
from the Conduct of Bratus, not confidering to 
that Cefzr, from the Condition of a Fellow- @ % 
Citizen, hadrifen by the moft indire&t Methods, A 
and brokenthrough all the Laws ofthe Commu- fh 
nity, to place himfelf at the Head of the Govern- m 
ment, and enflave his Countrey. Onthe other b 
fide, feveral.of our Exzlifb Readers, having ob- tl 
ferved that a Paffive and Unlimited Obedience V 








‘was payed tc Roman Emperors, who were pof- 
feffed of the whole Legiflative, as well as Ex- 
ecutive Power, have formerly endeavoured to 
inculcate the fame kind of Obedience, where 
there is not the fame kind of Authority. 

Inftru€tions therefore to be learned from Hi- 
{tories of this Nature, are only fuch as arife from 
Particulars agreeable to all Communities, or 
from fuch as are common to our own Conttitu- 
tion, andto that of which weread. A tenacious 
Adherence to the Rights and Liberties tran{mit- 
ted from a wife and virtuous Anceftry, Publick 
Spirit and a Love of ones Countrey, Submiflion 
to eftablifhed Laws, impartial Adminiftrations 
of Juftice, a fri Regard to National Faith, with 
feveral other Duties, which are the Supports and 
Ornaments of.Government in general, cannot 
be too much admired among the States of Greece 


and Rome, nor too much imitated by our own 
Community. : But 
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But there is’ nothing more abfurd, than for 
Men, ;whoare converfant in thefe Antient Au- 
thors, to contract fuch a Prejudice in favour of 
Greessand Romans, as to faucy we are in the 
wrong in every Circumftance whereby we de- 
viate.trom,. theit Moral or Political Condu&. 
Yetnothing hath been more ufual, than for Men 
of warm Heads to refine themfelves up into this 
kind of State-Pedantry: Like the Countrey 
School-mafter,..who, being ufed for many Years 
to.admire Jupiter, Mars, Bacchus and Apollo, 
that appear with fo much Advantage in Claffick 
Authors, made an Attempt to revive the Wor- 
fhip of the Heathen Gods.. In fhort, we find 
many worthy Gentlemen, whofe Brains have 
been as much turned by this kind of reading, as 
the grave Knight’s of Mancha were by his un- 
wearied Application to Books.of Knight-Er- 
rantry. 

To prevent fuch Mifchiefs from arifing out 
of Studies, which, when rightly conducted, may. 
turn very much to our Advantage, I fhall ven- 


ture.to affert, that in our perufal of Gree& or 


Roman Authors, it is impofable to find a Reli- 
gious or Civil Conftitution, any way compara- 
ble to that which we enjoy in our own Coun- 
trey. Had not our Religion been infinitelypre- 
ferable tothat of the antient Heathens, it would 
Never have made its way through Paganifm, 
With sthat amazing Progrefs.and Activity. It’s 
Vi@ories were the Vi@ories of Reafon unaffitt- 
ed by the Force of human Power, and as gentle 
as the Triumphs of Light over Darknefs, The 
fudden Reformation which it made among, 
Mahkind, ‘and which was fo juttly and frequene- 
ly boafted ‘of by the firft Apologifts for Chri- 
itianity, thew how nen preferable it 1s 

to 
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‘to any Syftem of Religion, that prevailed inthe 

World before its Appearance, This Pre-emi- 
nence of Chriftianity to any other general Re- 
ligious Scheme, which preceded it, appears like- 
wife from this Particular, that the molt eminent 
and the moft enlightned among the Pagan Phi- 
lofophers difclaimed many of thofe fuperttitious 
Follies, which are condemned by revealed Re- 
figion, and preached up feveral of thofe Do- 
ati which are fome of the moft effential Parts 
tte. * 3: 

And here I cannot but take Notice of that 
ftrange Motive which is made ufe of in the Hi- 
ftory of Free-thinking, to incline us to depart 
from the revealed Dotrines of Chriftianity, as 
adhered to by the People of Great Britai, de- 
caufe Socrates, with feveral other eminent Greeks, 
and Cicero, with many other learned Romaus, 
did in the like Manner depart from the religious 
Notions. of their own Countrey-men. Now 
this Author fhould have confider’d, that thofe 
very Points, in which thefe wife Men difagreed 
from the Bulk of the People, are Pointsin which 
they agreed with the received Doétrines of our 
Nation. Their Free-thinking confifted in affert- 
ing the Unity and Immateriality of the Godhead, 
the Immortality of the Soul, a State of future 
Rewards and Punifhments, and the neccetlity ot 
Virtue, exclufive of all filly and fuperftitious 
Practices, to procure the Happinefs of a fe- 
parate State. They were therefore only Free- 
thinkers, fo far forth as they approach’d.to the 
Doirines of Chriftianity; thar is, to thofe very 
Doétrines which this kind of Authors would 
perfuade us, as Free-thinkers, to doubt the Truth 
of. Now I would appeal to any reafonable 
Perfon, . whether thefe great Men fhoyld not 


have 
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have been propofed to our Imitation, ‘rather.as 
they embraced ithefe divine Truths, than only 
upon the Account of their breaking ‘loofe from 
the common Notions of their Fellow-Citizens. 
But this would difappoint the general T’endency 
of fuch Writings. 


Ifhall only add under this Head, that as Chri-' 


ftianity recovered the Law of Nature out of all 
thofe Errors and Corruptions, with which ‘it 
was overgrown in the limes of Pagani{m, our 
National Religion has: réftored Chriftianity.ic 
felfto that Purity and Simplicity in which it ap- 
peared,. before it was gradually difguifed and 
loftamong the Vanities and Superftitions of the 
Romifo Church. , 
That ‘our Civil Conftirution is preferable to 
any among the Greeks or Komaws, may appear 
from this tingle Confideration,; that the greatett 
Theorifts in Matters of this Nature, amang 
thofe very People have given the Preference to 
fuch a”Forim of ‘Government, as that which 
obtains in this Kingdom, ‘above any other Form 
whatfoever.’’ 1 fhall mention Ariffotle, Polyb:- 
us and Cicero, that is, the greateft Philofopher, 
the moft impartial Hiftorian, and the moft con- 
fummate Statefman of all’ Antiquity... Thefe 
famous Authors give the Pré-eminence to amixt 
Government ‘confifting: of three Branches, tlic 
Regal; the Noblé,'and'the’Popular. Ir would 
be'very eafie to prove, novonly the Reafonable- 
nefs-of this Pofition, but to thew, that there 
was never any Conftitution among the Greeks: 
or Romans; in which thefethree Branches were 
fo wel! diftingaithed from each other, invetted 
with. {uch’ fuitable Proportions of Power, and 
conciirred together np the Leg iflarare, that-is; 
imthe moftfoy cialg Agts of Government, en 
: 2 
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